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INSTITUTE FOUNDED 

The Women ' s Institute was foum~ed February li9 , 1897 
in Stoney Cr eek , Ontar io ; by Mrs . Ade~aide Hoodless. 
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ADELAIDE HUNT3R BOODLESS- 1858- 1910 to Oct . 1971. 

Adela ide Hunter Hoodless, was born in Brant Co . 1858 , the youngest 
of the family of twel.ve. Records do not tell' us much about the other 
members of the family. It is known that some of them r eceived 
excellent educations and the mother set high standar ds for the quality of 
the home envi[~ment. Adel aide went to a near by public school completing 
the course of studies there . She may of studi ed fo r a few months at the 
Ladies College when she was vi siting a mar ri ed sister. Her further 
education was acquired through reading and home study. She probably took 
advantage of all opportuniti es to acquire knowl edge since, we are told in 
l ater year s she was a skilled and influent ial' speaker and an int eresting 
conver s ationalist . 

In Feb. T9th , T897 when Adelaide was 39 years of age it was then , when 
the firs t Women's Institute of the world was founded a t Mr. Erland Lee's 
r esidence , Squire Hal l of St oney Cree~ , Ontario . Adelaide must of known 
of the inequalities in the rights of women, the various stirrings and 
unre s t. \ie have no r ecord that she took any part in any movement until 
her concern about education in Household Science was kindred by the death 
of her son at the age of eighteen months, due to her l ack of knoYledg.e~ of 

f ood and nutrition. 
From then on Adelaide had a crusade and she pursued it f earl essly till 

her death in 1910 . She once said , "that a nation cannot ri se above the 
level of its homes". 

The Adelai de Bunter Boodless , Home­
stead consisting of 3 acres is s ituated f ­
mi . from highway 24 ne ar the village of St. 
George in Brant Co ., 1 mil e from ~he 
junction of highway 5 near St. George and 
Pari s . The nearest cities are Brantfo r d 
and Galt but Stoney Creek is close to the 
city of Hamilton, Ont. Great many people 
sometimes , busloads from another part of 
Ont . travel to Stoney Creek , the birthpl ace 
of Women' s Institutes, expecting t o find 
the Hunter Hoodless Homestead there. Bence , 
t he accompanying diagram shows the location 

The Hunter Hoodless Homesleod in eorly spring. Of "the homestead", the hOUSe where 
Adel aide Hunter was born in 1858 and where 

. she lived until she married John Hoodless 
in 1881 . The Hunter Hoodl ess , Homestead was purchased in 1960 by the 
Federated \'/omen • s Institut es of Cana<fa f o r a Historical site in memory of 
Adelai de Hunter Hoodless, founder of the !omen ' s I nstitute movement. At 
present, the whole proper ty has been renovated , r efurnished' and decorated 
according to t he time of Adelai de Hoodless during the period of 1850-1881 . 
vThen she marri ed John Hoodless . All articles have been gifts from groups 
and interested individuals , some of the most prized donaj;ed by the "Hunter" 
family and now, coming back to the old home . Articles must be in good 
condition wi th transportation costs prepaid and the hi s tory of the a rticle 
attached fo r r eco rdings . 
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Winter of 1963 the following were r equired; Chest of drawers with 
bonnet boxes on top, small blanket box, whatnot corner, cane seat rocking 
chair, kitchen rocking chair, pine kitchen chairs, pine k itchen table, 
pin wooden box, pine dry sink , flour bin,iron fire place equi pment, 
diningroom s tove willow ware dishes, small loom, coal oil lamps, hooked 
or braided r ugs (can be new), cushions for 2 bedroom l adder backed chairs, 
livingroom cushions, baby buggy accessories tshawl, blanket, pillow, Etc.) 
cr adl e accessories (mattress, pillow, blanket & quilt, kitchen cupboard, 
iron or tin kitchen utensils and childs roc~ing .chai r. 

MOTHER BRANCH 
VISITS 

HOODLESS HOME 
Mrs . John Charlton, left, shows 

the visitors an old-time wooden and 
wicker baby carriage r ecently 
presented to the Hoodless Homestead 
by a l ocal pioneer f amily. ~entre, 

Mrs . Chester W. Nash, presi dent of 
Stoney Creek Institute , and ( right) 
Mrs . George Glidden, a charter 
member of ~toney Creek, the first 
Women's Insti tute i n the world •. 

t ace curt~ins drape the parlor 
windows. The ei ghteenth 
century grandf ather's clock was 
a gift from the l ate Mrs. Hugh 
Summers. 

Many Insti t utes in England celebr at 
t heir f iftieth anniversary in 1965 
and several wrote to the "Mother 
Institute" Stoney Creek , asking for 
info rmation , pictures and other 
to use i n anniversary displ ays . 
Stoney Creek Stall". 
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To Find the Hunter Hoodless Homestead 

Oaltll 

Tol. BL e.uu n . o.orao 
Opoa~t- 1 

- '1'1-. ~ ~-& 

SUMMER 1963 

Hu.oter H004lell 

To Galt 

Hu.at.er Plot 

The Adelaide Hunter Hoodless Home­
stead where Adel aide Hunter, l a t er 
f.lrs. Hoodless was born and where 
she lived as a girl . 

Features of interest in the girl's bedroom are t he 
rose-sprigged wall paper, the spool bed with crochet 
spread and pieced quilt from the Hunter f amily, the 
wash-stand with pitcher and basin, and t he stove- pipe 
drum for better heating of the room . This r oom was 
furnished by the Institutes of Brant County . 
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A corner of the parlo r and ~ gl im~se of the p~or bedroom in 
t he Adelaid Hunte r Hoodless Homeste"'d, showi ng the Franklin stove , 
,-alnut furniture upholstered i '1 black t~pestry with a ros design . 
Axminster and braided rugs, s teel engravings , four- poster bed and 

log c ab in quilt from the Hunter home . 

This booth at Saffron­
Walden Festival \-Jas also l a[)e­
lled 11 Stoney Creek 11 and 
apparently the i dea was to f­
urnish it with articles used 
in 1897 . Mrs Nash says: I 
did not send any of the~,. 
They have used their own 
imagination here . 
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Furniture is steadily accumulated for 
the other rooms of the house. A home-ma~ 
cradle which had been stored in the wood­
shed of a home in the district for most 
of the ~ast hundred years , will have a 
place in the parents' bedroom. Nmna 
Moore Jamiesons mil~ng stool serves as a 
s tand for a houseplant. 

Then there is the lsbrary- about one 
fiundred and twenty volumes stored in a 
Black painted combination desk and book­
case in the parlor. Fifty of these books 
came from the Capron estate wrth the 
proviso that they are not t o be sold or 
given away without the permission of a 
representative of the family . Most of th 
other books were collected for the 

The "library" stored in a library by Women's Institutes with a 
black painted combination desk great number coming from South Norfolk. 
and bookcase. At the left is a They i~clude books by Nellie McClung, 
picture of Mrs. Hoodless. Emily ~urphy, Nina Moore Jamieson and 

others. One rare book in the col lection is Queen Victoria ' s Journal 
1848- 1861. Another, "Wee Will ie Winkie11

, donated by Mrs. Miller Mcilleod 
was written by "Marjorie Gordon and her Mother. 11 The Mother was Lady 
Aberdeen, the woman who had so much to do with the founding of the 
Associated Country Women of th~ World and for whom the A.c.w. w. 
scholarship was named. Mrs . McLeod had once lived on a f arm in the 
North West Territories and she explains in a note that came with the 
book that "life in the Territories at that time was pretty grim, and ~ 
Aberdeen , wife of the Governor General of Canada at that time, with her 
concern for country women used to send parcel& to the area. The book was 
in one of the parcels , a book written mostly fox children of this 
fronti er who could not get to school in the wintertime. Too much cannot 
be aaid for the work of the locat committee in charge of the homestead: 
Mrs . John Charlton, Mrs. Harry Nixon and Mrs . Hunt . Their latest 
investment i s a large coffee-maker, a l a rge teapot , spoons and 
unbreakable dishes for the use of picnic parties mf Institute women 
visiting the pl ace this summer. These will be set up in the basement; 
and t here will be park benches' on the gr ounds . 'fhe homestead wili be 
open to visitors from two o'clock till five , dai!y . ~permanent hostess 
will be Mrs. Lockman, has her living quarters in the house and can be 
reached by telephone : HI 8- 1514 St. George . 

On October · 7th, 1937 a cairn to the memory of Mrs . Hoodless was 
erected att the junction of Highways 5 and 24, by the Women ' s Institutes 
of Brant County. In June 1962 the National Historic Sites and Monument 
Board i~ co-operation with F. W. I . C. , placed a plaque on the homestead 
bearing this inscription: 

11 Adelaide Hunter Hoodless 1858-1~10 11 

Adelaide Hoodless was born in this farm house ... and lived here until 
she married John Hoodless in 1881 . On February 19th, 1~97 she organized 
at Stoney C~eek the world's first Women ' s Institute . It was her belief 
that in this org~ization ru:al women could discuss their problems and 
work together to 1mprove the1r standard of homemaking and citizensh~p . 
The ~ovement spread r apidly throughout Ontario and rater to ~er 
~rov1nces. Mrs. Hoodless , a natural leader and forceful speaker 
1n~r?duced the teaching of domestic science in Ontario schools ~d 
obta1ned funds for the building of Macdonald Institute at Guelph. 11 
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The silver tea service that belonged to Adelaide Hoodless , 
some silver flatwear and her favourite cup and saucer, all now on 
display at the Homestead. From left- Io\rs. Ewart Hunt, Mrs . J .s. Holden 
holding a Tweedsmuir History and Mrs . Frank Tottle, all F. \of.I.O. Board 
Directors from Subdivision 19. 

PORTRAIT OF MY MOTHER - Margaret E. Bruner 

My mother was not one who cared for flowers 
As many did--- she chos e the hardy kind: 
Perennials that stayed •• •• but many hours 
She tended vegetable, nor did she mind 
The toil , for these meant sustenance to feed 
The hungry mouths; these homely plants arrayed 
In rows , to her, were beauty- were a creed 
Of usefulness, a pledge that she had made. 

Always she liked the elemental things-
The quaint old ways of doing work by hand; 
She liked the field~- the song a wild bird sings, 
Theirs was a language she could understand ••• • 
She liked the tunes- the poems learned in youth, 
And all her long life through she reverenced truth. 
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After the Hunter family l eft the old white bouse , had many tenants 
approximately , from 1881 when Adelaide married until 1960 when the 
Federated \·/omen's Institute·s of Canada took it over as a Historical site 
in memory of Adelaide Hunter Hoodl ess, founder of the World's Institute 
movement . It was a s turdy little bouse but in need of considerable 
repair and refurnishing. 

As renovat ion s ar e made and furnishings added , the Adela ide Hunter , 
Homestead becomes more and more truly, a r epl ica of Ontari~ f arm homes of 
the period when Adela ide Hunter was born there in 1858 and lived there 
until 1881. 

On O·ctober 7th , 1937 the Brant County , Ontar i o Women ' s Institutes 
er ected at the Junction of Highways 24 and 5 a '' Cairn" in memory of Mrs . 
Hoodless. From 1960-70 there were 25 , 628 visitors to the Adelaide 
Hoodless, homestead. 

The first work done was to~ build f ront and back doo1r stoo·ps, remove old 
shrubbery that has grown wild and make a start on new planting.The~3 acr e, 
lot has a g rove of trees and r ecently, the To~~ship (South Dumfries) 
bought the adjoining 2 acre lot which will be developed as a "Park"The 
house has been repainted entirel~ , in white as no coloured trim was used 
100 years agoand washrooms have been ins tal l ed at the rear of the house . 

Point~of interest in the parlor \to-day called living room) ar e the 
Axmins t er carpet, ~rankl in stove, wainut sofa, chairs uphol s t ered in 
black t apestry with a t iny rose design, two walnut horsehair chairs, a 
grandfather 's cl ock made iru the eigh~eenth century, donated by the late 
Mrs . Hugh Summers, an old desk , rocker, lace curtains, some steel 
engravings- one of them a picture of Queen Victoria approximately, her 
coronat ion. Several pi eces of furniture from the home of Mr . and Mrs 
Robert s in pari s contemporaries of Mr s . Hoodless , a number of articles 
donated by the Hunter family including, (a f r amed picture of Mrs.Boodless 
mother , her Dictionary , Bible and pewter candle holders. The parlor bed­
room and the girls' bedroom have beds with rope "springs" and straw 
mattresses (a maple four- poster in the parlor bedroom, a spool (bed in the 
other) old time bedroom china and old fashioned pictures and religious 
mottoes . There are pieced quilts , a log cabin quilt and a crochet bed­
spread from the Hunter family . The "drum" in the stove-pipe in the 
upstairs bedroom (an old time contrivance to increase the heat from the 
pipe attracts a great deal of attention from visitors and al'so, the wall 
papers in the rooms tha t have been done over . The furnishing committee 
tried to find paper s of the style used on parlors and bedrooms a century 
ago. 
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Three rooms have been partially finished. The front hall from the front 
door and the stai rs to the second floor are carpeted with rag carpet 
donated by the Women ' s Institute of North waterloo. There is a hat-rack 
an~~eanadian Home Economic~ Association is providi ng a lectern for the 
Visitors ' Book while the book itself was donated from Home Economics 
Service . 

As several rooms have been compietely furnished the committee is 
confident the restoration would be completed by 1967 as this was one of 
the Federated Women ' s Institute of Canada projects. All articles have 
been gifts from groups and interested individuals, some of the most 
prized donated by the Hunter family and now coming back to the ol d home . 

The grounds have been landscaped in keeping with the character of the 
home. After , the South Dumfries, Township Council purchased 2 adjoining 
acres of land to the Homestead they ga'lle the F. \v. I.C. the privilege of 
using them as a parkland, in addition to the 3 acr es of the site already, 
o'Wll.ed by the national organizati on and util ized for a picnic area •. 

The Homestea~ is op~ned every afternoon during the season from 2:00 to 
5:00P . M. and at other times by appointment with the hos tess , Mrs . Borace 
Lockman , ~t . George , Ontario. 

Due to ill hearth, Mrs . Lockman has resigned as- hosteS'S, so the ne'-r 
hostess is Mr s . Loveless from St . George , Ontario . 

Mrs, loveless 

A NEW HOSTESS - Mrs . Loveless, who 
has recently been engaged as the ho£tes~ 
at the Adelaide Hunter Bo~dless Home­
stead at St. George>., Ont. is of 
Scottish ancestry and was born and 
raised on a farm . ~he was a Junior 
Women ' s Institute member in Scarbor~. 

She was a chartermember of the Wexfords 
Women ' s ~nstitute and was made a ~ife 
Member at the time of a family move t~ 
St. George in 1941 . In St. ueorge 
Branch, Mrs. Loveless has twice held 
the office of president as well as 
holding many other offices. Mrs .~ove­

less is married and has a family of two 
girls and two boys. 
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Ann~cement was made that the name of Mrs . Aderaide Hoodless has 
been pr esented for a place on the Expo 1967 Honour Roil of deceased Ont. 
Women of renown along with the accompanying sketch : 1858- 1910 . Adelaide 
Hoodless , born in Brant County, Ont. was in the vanguard of many move­
ments in the interest of women i ncluding, the Victorian Order of-nurses . 
She will be the longest remembered for the founding of the Women's 
Institute by which led to the establishment of Mac Donald Institute and 
the Depar tment of Household Science at the University of Toronto . 

THB Women's Institutes have carried on to make the lOOth Birthday of 
Canada 1967 and the 70th Birthday Anniversary of the Women ' s Institutes a 
memory to Mrs . Hoodless . 

Through an applicati on by F. W. I.O. , a portrait of Mr-s . Hoodless in 
1963 was considered worthy of a place in the Agricultu ral Ball of Fame on 
t he Royal Winter Fai r grounds. The cos~ membership and the portrait will 
come from a legacy left to the Ontario Women' s Institutes by the late Mrs. 
Margaret Pennell Baldwin . This will be the firs t place of a women to 
have this place of honour. The F.W.I.O. Board made the arrangements 
regarding the painting of the portrait . 

The Adelaide Hoodless scholarship fund established at the 50th 
Anniversary in 1947 celebr ation had an investment fund of the Women ' s 
Insti tutes of On t ario that totalled 51 , 427 . 89. £'rom this fund , 5, 
F . W. I .O. En+rance awards to the Mac Donald I nstitute we re recommended. 

The scholar ship committee r ecommended that after 1967 , six girls 
receive 100. 00 Entrance Awards , one from each of four r egi on3 and 2 at 
large. 

In 1967 in recognition of the 70th Birthday of the Women ' s Institutes 
and Canada's Centennial,it was recommended that 15 Mac Donald Institute , 
Entrance awards of 150.00 be given from this investment fund to include 
both Spring and Fall semesters. 

From Provincial units , there are 3,000 branches membership-appTOx. 
58, 000 - 200 Soci eties in 56 countries- 1967 total' membership 6 , 500 ,000. 

Stoney Creek celebrated ita 70th Anniversary , \i-ednesday Feb. 15, 1967. 
because the actual date Feb. 19th, 1967 came on a Sunday. The Federated 
Women's Institute of Ontario-(office 5th floo r,)l200 Bay ~t ., Toronto 185, 
Ontari~. The Federated Women's Institute of Canada - Room 28 , 46 Elgin 
St ., Ottawa 4 , Ontario •. 

The Associated County Women of the 'llorld , \A . C . \~ .. W. ) 17 old Court 
Place, 40 Kensington, Hi gh Str eet, ~ondon , ~ngland. 



OUR HERITAGE IN MACDONALD INSTITUTE 

The Ontario' vlomen' s Institutes naturally feel that they have a 
heritage in MacDonald Institute after Adelaide Hoodless' persuaded Sfr 
William MacDonald for funds to build the schooll. fo:r Home .l!iconomics which 
was then cal l ed Domestic ~cience and even then she had a triple ~urpose in 

mind. 
l. First, she "'anted a schooil. ,.,here farmers daughters could s tudy Home 
Economics for the betterment of their own homes. 
2. Second, she could forsee the need of tra1ned teacher s to carry home­
making education to the Women' s Institutes as there were only a limited 
number of Home Economics available in the Province that had received their 
training in the United States or what was called Ontario Normal School of 
Dom~stic Science and Art. In 1900 this- school had been opened in 
Hamilton through the influence of Mrs. Hoodless with the Y.W.C. A., the 
Hamil ton City Council, the Ontario Department of Education and a number of 
weal thy friends. (The school late·r merged with MacDonald Institute. 
3. Thirdry, Mrs. Hoodless was also crusading to have Domestic Science 
taught in Public Schools. A beginning began in the Hamilton schools and 
if this was to be extended, numbers of Domestic Science graduates would 
be required as teachers. Here again, a school wa s needed for a teachers 
training ground. As difficulties arose in financing the Hamilton 
institution, Mrs. Hoodless looked for other possibilities. As her son 
was a student a t the Ontario Agriculture College at Guelph, she knew the 
President, Dr. James fUlls, so she discussed her problem with him. Dr. 
Mills encouraged her to try and find funds for a building ,.,hich could be 
located at the O.A.C., Hence , Mrs . Hoodless took her appeal to William 
Christopher f1acDonald, millionaire tobacco manufactur er, Montreal. The 
funds "'ere provided and MacDonald Insti tute was opened in 1903 . 

At this time, Miss Mary Watson of Ayr, On tario was principal of the 
Hamilton school of Domestic ~cience and Art, so she moved with the School 
to Guelph to become the first principal of MacDonald Institute as she had 
an extensive education with post graduate studies at Columbia University. 
Miss Watson was gifted with Home Economics, made high standards for her 
pupils and progressive outlook. After her retirement in 1920, she 
expressed special interest in the expansion of practical education in 
home management and child study at MacDonald Institute. 

In 19 21 when Miss Olive Cruickshank of Wingham, Ontari~, the second 
principal came to MacDonald Institute , there was a growing demand f or 
graduat es.lof more professional training. Some shorter courses were 
discontinued and most of the students entered the two year As~oc~ate 
Course. An ~tstanding piece of Miss Cruickshank's work-was- the 



development of streamlined food laboratories which was much in advance to 
other Home Economics schoo~s at that time. In 1941 the MacDonald 
Institute was closed to provide accommodation fo r the Air Force and Miss 
Cruickshank took a war- time position with the uominion Governemnt until 
her sudden, untimely death in 1948. 

When the Institute re- opened after the war , r-Uss Dorothy Lindsay, nov 
Mrs . Frank walden , came as an Associate Director. ~he had the heavy duty 
of helping t~ get the building renovated after its nilitary occupation. 
In 1946-47, there were no professional courses , only a one year Dipioma 
Course but the staff worked Kith an Advisory Committee to plan a 4 year 
Degree Course which was introduced in 1948 with Dr. l·1argaret Mev ready as 
principal. vntario Women ' s lnstitute memb ers are famili ar with ur . 
McCready ' s progressive program f or ~tacuonald Institute . Because of the 
special need of pr ofessional Home Economists in increasing variety of 
fieTds and limited accommodation at th~ Institute, the one year diploma or 
"Homemaker" course, was transferred to Kemptvflle Agricultural School a 
foew years ago . Accommodation is still inadequate for many applicants, but 
this is not news to Institute member~. Many have daughters who are 
MacDonald graduates , and many others know the disappointment of having a 
daughter rejected because of this necessity. Ontar io Institute Women 
have other links with the MacDonald Institute. For years we have enjoyed 
the hospitality of the "O. A. C. " now~known as Guelph University , fo r 
conventions and conferences. The campus seems like home to us. We feel 
we have a stake in the school because the founder of the Women' s 
movement was also , co-founder of the MacDonald Institute, Mrs. Hoodless 
for even then in 1910, she could visualize the two working to-gether for 
better homes and a better family life. She could scarcely have imagined 
how far this would go with Institute women and Home Economics 
graduates carrying on our present program for girls, 4-H Homemaking Clubs. 

So , the Women ' s Institutes are not unaware of t he heritage that is 
theirs in MacDonald Institute. Now, that the whole Un iversi t y in Guelph 
is campaigning to raise funds for the expansion, it is not surprising 
that the Institutes want to do something for that part of the University 
that seems especially t heir own, the s chool of Home Economics , MacDonald 
Insti t ute. 
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Mrs. Russel Saunders President 
and Mr s . Ear l Ward Secretary exam-
1ining t he Tweedsmuir History of the 
Whitby Br anch of the Women's Institut~ 

he second I nstit•te , at their 70th 
irthday party in 1971 . 

Kt Whitby , 2nd Insti t ue of the World, Organized June 29 , 1897 
I 

This meeting of the ladies of South Ontario , County was convened 
by r-t rs . J. L. Smith fOI"' the purpose of or ganizing a W. I. Thus, 
we have an authentic r ecord of its founding of being , t he s econd 
W. I. in the world from the 1900 RepoTt , of the Farmer' s Inst itutes 
which tells us that on Oct . 12, 1897 th~first regular meeting was 
held in the council Chambers at Whitby, The President , Mrs . S. L. 
Brown explained the obj ects of theA£sociation a~d ca rriea out the pr 
vided pTogramme. 

Miss Meen of Whitby nea:{i a pa:per on "Window Gardening". 
Laur a: Rose (Stephen) pr esented 2 address es "Br ead Mak i ng" and 
Butter Making. Officer~o£ the 2nd W. I . wer e , HonouraTy Pr esi dent 
Mrs . J . L. Smit h , President , f<trs S. L. Brown , Secretary- fo! r s . Wm. 
Ander son , Treasurer- Mrs. J . B. Mitchell. 

The Whitby Br anch of the W. I. is still active •. 
Kemble , 3rd Institute of the Wor l d , Or ganizea Aug. 1897 

The f armers Institute meeting at Kemble incl uded both men and 
women with the late r~rs . J ames Ga rdiner as Guest speaker and her 
subject was, "Man Wotks From Sun t o Sun, but Women ' s Work is never 
Done ." She expressed the idea of women meeting monthly , a s it would 
be a: boon to Rur al women to discuss home making problems and exchange 
ideas. 



rn August 1897 Mrs. Gardiner called from home to heme i nviting 
the women to a meeting in the Library Hall to organize a Womens Insti 

( tute, similiar to the one formed at Stoney Creek ,. a: clause in the 
first Constitution shows tha-t the" first idea '"as- to pr omote better 
architecture and sanitation in the"'homes and to study food and 
fuel val'ues. 

Kt this meeting the out come was that Mrw. J. S. Smith of 
Whitby organi ze d the 3rd W. I . i n th~ World. The firs t officrers we~ 
Honourable President, Mrs .. J. s. Smith, if Whitby, P'reaident 
Mrs Jamea, Gardlner an of fi ce she held f or ten years, SecretaTY 
Hrs. Franklin Wiloo-~, T,r~aurer Mr s-.. Geo . Beckett, 

The Kemble W. I . mre> proud of their long hi"stcrry work and 
their Tweedsmufr Hfstory up to da>te •. 

THE PATCHWORK QUILT -By Nata~ie Whitted Price 

Did Gran'ma ever tell you about the patch- work 
quilt 

That lies acros~ the sofa in her room? 
It is· made from scraps of dresses that she wo re 

when she was young, 
And some of them were •roven on a loom. 

Sometimes when it is r aining and I can't play out of doors , 
She lets me spread it out upon the floor , 

And as- I choose the pieces I ' d Tike to hear about, 
She tells me of tbe dresses that she wore . 

It isn't the dresse,s that Gran ' ma tells about, 
It's the things that happened when she had them on, 

And almos t ev ' ry piece that's in that dear o'l'd patch-work quilt, 
Ho~ds the mem'ry of a sorrow or a song 

Oh, things were very wonderful when Grandmama was young, 
lou ought to hear her tell about it all. 

The ladles all we re beautiful, the chil'dren all were good, 
And the men were all so gallant and· so tall. 

My Gran'ma told me once that lif e is just a patch- work quilt, 
Of births and deaths and marriages and things ; 

And t hat somet i mes when you ' re looking for a lovely piece of r ed, 
You only find a knot of faded strings. 

But she says the red is reader when it ' ~ by a piece a.f brown, 
And gray is not so gray by sunny gold; 

Oh. I hope I'll have a lovely patch- work quilt like Gran'mama's, 
To show to, little children when I'm old. 

* * * * 
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